
Born in 1967, Olafur Eliasson grew up in Iceland and Denmark and studied 

from 1989 to 1995 at the Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts. In 1995, he 

founded his Berlin studio, which today encompasses approximately ninety 

craftsmen, specialised technicians, architects, archivists, administrators, 

programmers, art historians, and cooks. Since the mid-1990s, Eliasson has 

realised numerous major exhibitions and projects around the world, such 

as The curious garden, at Kunsthalle Basel in 1997, The mediated motion, 
at Kunsthaus Bregenz in 2001, and Chaque matin je me sens différent – 
chaque soir je me sens le même, at the Musée d’art moderne de la Ville 

de Paris in 2002. In 2003, Eliasson represented Denmark at the 50th 

Venice Biennale, and later that year he installed The weather project at 

Tate Modern’s Turbine Hall, London. Take your time : Olafur Eliasson, a 

survey exhibition organised by SFMOMA in 2007, travelled until 2010 to 

various venues, including the Museum of Modern Art, New York. Innen 
Stadt Aussen (Inner City Out), at Martin-Gropius-Bau in 2010, involved 

interventions across the city of Berlin as well as in the museum. Similarly, 

in 2011, Seu corpo da obra (Your body of work) engaged with three 

institutions around São Paulo – SESC Pompeia, SESC Belenzinho, and 

Pinacoteca do Estado de São Paulo – and spread out into the city itself. 

In 2014, Riverbed filled an entire wing of Denmark’s Louisiana Museum of 

Modern Art with stones and water, emulating a river in a rocky landscape ; 

and later that year, Contact formed the inaugural exhibition at Fondation 

Louis Vuitton, Paris. 

Eliasson’s projects in public space include Green river, carried out in 

various cities between 1998 and 2001 ; the Serpentine Gallery Pavilion 
2007, designed together with Kjetil Thorsen ; The New York City Waterfalls, 

commissioned by Public Art Fund and installed on New York City shorelines 

during summer 2008 ; Your rainbow panorama (2011), a 150-metre circular, 

coloured-glass walkway situated on top of ARoS Museum in Aarhus, 

Denmark ; Harpa Reykjavik Concert Hall and Conference Centre (2011), for 

which Eliasson created the facades in collaboration with Henning Larsen 

Architects ; Cirkelbroen (The circle bridge), which opened in Copenhagen 

in 2015 and completes a new bicycle route around the Christianshavn 

harbour ; and Ice Watch, for which Eliasson and geologist Minik Rosing 

transported massive blocks of glacial ice from Greenland to public squares 

in Copenhagen (2014) and Paris (2015) to raise awareness of climate 

change.

As a professor at the Berlin University of the Arts, Eliasson led the Institut 

für Raumexperimente (Institute for Spatial Experiments, 2009–14), a 

five-year experimental programme in arts education located in the same 

building as his studio (www.raumexperimente.net). 

In 2012, Eliasson and engineer Frederik Ottesen founded Little Sun. The 

social business and global project provides clean, affordable light to 

communities around the world without access to electricity ; encourages 

sustainable development through sales of the Little Sun solar-powered 

lamp, designed by Eliasson and Ottesen ; and raises global awareness of 

the need for equal access to energy and light (www.littlesun.com).

In 2014, Eliasson and long-time collaborator Sebastian Behmann founded 

an international office for art and architecture, Studio Other Spaces, to 

focus on interdisciplinary and experimental building projects and works 

in public space.

Eliasson lives and works in Copenhagen and Berlin.
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For more information on artworks, exhibitions,  
and publications by Olafur Eliasson please visit :

www.olafureliasson.net 
Twitter : @olafureliasson 

Facebook : /Studioolafureliasson 
Instagram : @Studioolafureliasson 

The Kitchen : @Soe_kitchen

www.littlesun.com 
Twitter : @LittleSun 

Facebook : /ilovelittlesun 
Instagram : @littlesunenergy

La Grande Perspective vue de la Galerie des Glaces – Grand Perspective from The Hall of Mirrors
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